Broomhill & District Allotment Association Safeguarding Policy for Children on Allotments and Community Garden.
Including Cubs, Scouts, and School Groups
Introduction
The purpose of this safeguarding document is to outline the measures and procedures in place to ensure the safety and wellbeing of children visiting or participating in activities at the allotments and community garden. This policy applies to all children under the age of 18, including those attending as part of cubs, scout groups, and school groups, as well as any other organised youth groups or individuals. Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility, and this document sets out the expectations for all adults, volunteers, and staff involved.
Principles of Safeguarding
· All children have the right to enjoy the allotments and community garden in a safe and secure environment.
· All adults have a duty to protect children from harm and report any concerns regarding their welfare.
· Activities must be planned and delivered with children's safety and wellbeing as the primary concern.
· Respect for children’s individual needs, abilities, and backgrounds must be maintained at all times.
Supervision and Staffing
All children must be supervised at all times while on the allotments and community garden. The following guidelines apply:
· Group Leaders: Cubs, scouts, and school groups must be accompanied by their designated leaders, who are responsible for the group’s conduct and safety.
· Adult-to-Child Ratio: Adequate adult supervision must be provided, meeting the recommended ratios for the specific group (e.g., scouts and cubs should follow Scout Association guidance; schools should follow Department for Education guidance).
· Volunteers and Staff: All volunteers and staff working directly with children must have undergone a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check or equivalent, and be familiar with safeguarding procedures.
· Unaccompanied Children: Children not part of a group must be supervised by a responsible adult at all times.
Code of Conduct
· Adults must behave in a professional and respectful manner at all times.
· No adult should be alone with a child unless it is unavoidable and, if so, must be recorded and reported.
· Physical contact should be avoided except for reasons of safety or first aid, and always explained clearly to the child.
· Children must be treated equally and with respect, regardless of background or ability.
Health and Safety
The allotments and community garden may contain hazards such as sharp tools, uneven ground, ponds, and potentially hazardous plants. The following procedures should be followed:
· Risk Assessments: A risk assessment must be completed for all activities involving children, and shared with group leaders prior to the visit.
· Briefing: Children and adults must receive a health and safety briefing before commencing any activities, outlining potential hazards and safe behaviour.
· First Aid: A qualified first aider must be present during group visits, and a first aid kit must be accessible.
· Emergency Procedures: Emergency contact details and procedures should be displayed on site and communicated to all group leaders.
Safeguarding Concerns and Reporting
Any concerns regarding a child's welfare, including suspected abuse, neglect, or incidents occurring on site, must be reported immediately to the safeguarding lead or designated person. The following steps should be followed:
1. Listen to the child and take their concerns seriously.
2. Report the concern to the safeguarding lead or, if unavailable, the local authority safeguarding team.
3. Record the concern, including the date, time, details of the incident, and actions taken.
4. Do not promise confidentiality; inform the child that you may need to share their concern with others to keep them safe.
Photography and Social Media
· Photographs of children must not be taken without prior written consent from parents or guardians.
· Images must not be shared on social media or public platforms without explicit permission.
· Group leaders are responsible for ensuring their group’s consent and compliance.
Inclusion and Diversity
All children, regardless of ability, background, or need, must be welcomed and included in activities. Reasonable adjustments should be made to accommodate children with additional needs or disabilities.
Partnership with Group Leaders
Allotment and community garden staff and volunteers must work in partnership with cub, scout, and school group leaders to ensure safeguarding policies and procedures are understood and followed. Leaders are responsible for:
· Providing relevant medical and emergency contact details for children in their care.
· Ensuring children are prepared for the environment (e.g., appropriate clothing, footwear, sun protection).
· Briefing children on expected behaviour and safety rules.
· Communicating any specific needs or risks to site staff prior to the visit.
Review and Monitoring
This safeguarding policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if required, to ensure it remains effective and up to date with legislation and best practice. Feedback from group leaders and parents is encouraged to improve safeguarding measures.
Contact Details
For further information or to report a safeguarding concern, please contact the designated safeguarding lead for the allotments and community garden:
Name: Ronald Wright or Erika Taylor
Email: downtheallotment2@gmail.com
Phone: 07562902422
This document should be shared with all staff, volunteers, group leaders, and parents prior to children’s visits to the allotments and community garden. Safeguarding is a shared responsibility and the safety of children must always come first.
 

