Safeguarding Statement

Garden and Allotment Association
The Garden and Allotment Association is committed to creating and maintaining a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment for all members, volunteers, visitors, and staff, with particular attention to the protection of vulnerable individuals, including children, elderly persons, and those with disabilities. Safeguarding is a shared responsibility, and the association takes all reasonable steps to prevent harm and ensure the wellbeing of everyone involved.
Our Commitment to Safeguarding:
1. Safe Environment: We are dedicated to promoting an environment where all individuals feel respected, valued, and free from harm or abuse.
2. Zero Tolerance for Abuse: The association has a zero-tolerance approach to all forms of abuse, including physical, emotional, sexual, and financial abuse, as well as neglect, harassment, or exploitation.
3. Responsibility of All: All committee members, volunteers, allotment holders, and visitors are responsible for safeguarding. They are expected to act in ways that protect vulnerable individuals from harm and report any safeguarding concerns promptly.
4. Clear Reporting Procedures: We have a designated Safeguarding Officer who acts as the first point of contact for any concerns or incidents related to safeguarding. Clear procedures are in place for reporting and addressing these concerns, ensuring they are handled sensitively and appropriately.
5. Safeguarding Awareness and Training: Committee members and volunteers will receive regular safeguarding training to ensure they are aware of their responsibilities and the procedures for identifying and addressing safeguarding risks.
6. Risk Management: Regular risk assessments will be carried out to identify potential hazards and take steps to minimize any safeguarding risks within the garden and allotment premises.
7. Confidentiality: Safeguarding concerns will be treated confidentially, with information shared only with relevant individuals or agencies to protect the wellbeing of the individual involved.
8. Support for Victims: We are committed to supporting anyone affected by safeguarding issues, ensuring that they receive the appropriate care and assistance, and, where necessary, referring them to specialist services.

The Garden and Allotment Association is committed to upholding this safeguarding policy to ensure that the garden and allotment space remains a safe, enjoyable, and supportive environment for all who use it. All members are expected to familiarize themselves with this statement and the associated safeguarding procedures.


