
 
Broomhill & District Allotment Association
Annual General Meeting Minutes
Based on Audio File: Voice 260618_180218.m4a
Date: 18th June 2026
Location:  Redrow Garden Hut 
Present: Paul Hardy – Chair (speaker 3)	Ronnie Wright BEM – Treasurer	Erika Taylor – Secretary	Rob Child	Adrian Taylor	Barry Cooper	  Garry Cooper		Parish Council - Karen Cawte
1. Opening Remarks
The Chair (Speaker 3) welcomed everyone to the meeting and expressed disappointment regarding the low turnout. Thanks were extended to the Secretary, Treasurer Ronnie, and all committee members for their voluntary efforts throughout the year.
2. Agenda Overview
The Chair outlined the agenda for the evening and noted that Ronnie would address specific items. Attendees were invited to ask questions, with an aim to progress efficiently through the meeting.
3. Community Garden Grant
A small grant has been secured for the community garden, which must be used solely for its maintenance and improvement. The Chair requested additional volunteers to support ongoing efforts, highlighting the difficulty in recruiting help.
4. Defibrillator Funding
Despite unsuccessful attempts to obtain external grants for a defibrillator, the committee self-funded one, which has now been installed outside for community access. Other defibrillators are located at the Brick Club, Hadson, and Togston, ensuring coverage along the main street.
5. Fire Rules Extension
The fire rules for garden waste burning, currently set from November to March, may be extended by one month due to this year’s wet weather. The committee will consult new residents before making a final decision.
6. Security and Cameras
There have been no incidents of vandalism since the installation of steam gates. However, some issues persist at the north end, and additional gates and fencing are being considered to further secure the area.
7. Solar Panel Funding
The committee is seeking funding for solar panels for the garden hut, potentially reducing annual electricity costs of approximately £400. The hut is open 15 hours per week, and only one side is suitable for panel installation due to tree cover. The Chair noted the County Council’s support for solar panels on other buildings and will investigate possible grants.
8. Member Contribution
Speaker 5  Barry Cooper shared personal experience regarding solar panel returns, noting a reduction in unit price from 41-42 pence to 21 pence after installation.
9. Any Other Business
No further points were raised. The Chair thanked attendees for their participation and closed the meeting.
Minutes prepared from audio file: Voice 260618_180218.m4a
 
Transcript

Speaker 3
I would like to thank everybody for coming tonight  and from the parish council.  not a big turnout, disappointed with that. I'd like to thank all the Secretary, Treasurer, Ronnie, and all the committee for all the help I do. It's all voluntary. I'd just like to thank all the help for that. I'll run through. The agenda for tonight, we'll pass on to Ronnie. If anybody's got any questions, we'll deal with them and hopefully get through it a bit quicker. We've got a small grant for the community garden again, which is only going to have to be used for the community garden, just the way it's come in. So hopefully we'll be able to get some more stuff put in the community garden. and get it up and running. I'm just asking for volunteers, to be quite honest. I find it hard just to do what we think ourselves. I think I see the volunteers are really hard to come by. The next thing we did, we have been looking for grants for a defib. We've looked for the last year Unfortunately, we couldn't get a grant off anybody, so we've self-funded one ourselves, which has been put outside. We didn't know where to put it inside the garden outside, but into the dirt for the whole community. There's one at the Brick Club, and I think there's one at Hadston, one at Togston. So hopefully the four along the main street, down at the Hadston and along to the north end. will help if there is any more accidents along this way. The next thing is extending the fire rules. The fire was supposed to for burning stuff in your gardens is from November to March. We are looking to extend it another month because of all the wet weather we had at the beginning of this year. We'll have to look into that and Sensing letters out to new residents just to make sure they agree with before we can actually go ahead and do it. We're looking for cameras again, but not so much here, I think, because we haven't had no bother here since we've had the steam gates pull up. I don't think we've had any vandalism at all in the last year and a half. We've had a little bit bother along the north end, but it's inherent. We're looking into it. We're getting the two stool gates pulled up along there, plus this fencing right from the top, where they don't want to bother. The next thing we're looking into is solar panelling to be put onto the garden hut. It just comes down to money again. We're looking for funding. I mean, it's costing us somewhere in the region 400 pounds a year for electricity. We've got to understand this building is open 15 a week. So that is a lot of money. So if we can get the solar panels put on, we're not looking for money to come back into the Garden Association. just for free electric. If the rest of the electric went into the actual need or whoever puts them in, they can have it. We're just looking for the actual funding for the solar panels. I see the county council are putting solar panels on a lot of holes and hats and who they go through. I don't know, we'll have to look into that, see if we can get even a fraction of a grant just to put it on. But we can only put it on one side, what's here, facing side, because the east facing side with a lot of trees, and I didn't think it would be viable to put two a lot up.
Speaker 5
You gave me a stunt that same, but it went on this side.
Speaker 3
So I think we'll just be putting them on, if we're doing a grant, it'll just be for this side.
Speaker 5
I've got half a dozen down, and I get over 600 pound a year for half a dozen. And I get 40, just 41 or 42 pence a unit. So just after I got the moon, they cut the price down to 21 pence.
Speaker 4
No, Barry, you'd get nothing.
Speaker 5
You get no.
Speaker 4
You get nothing. What you get is the electricity that you feed back in. They pay you so much per unit for the electricity. But like you and me, when we put our panels up, you got so much for, was it 20 year? from the government for doing it. That's stopped now. So you only get money for what you generate.
Speaker 3
So that's what I'll belong into. Whatever we generated, as long as we used it, they can have the whole lot back.
Speaker 5
You'll probably have the batteries in here.
Speaker 3
Yes. If we can get free electricity and put everything back into the grid, I'll be quite happy with that. It's just one less bill.
Speaker 6
I suppose if you've got battery in as well. So when you're charging up, when you're generating, it can charge your battery.
Speaker 3
That's all you do.
Speaker 4
What you've got to remember is with electricity, there's quite a cost for the standing charge. Even when the light is off, it's costing more money. Yeah. And that's where some of the money for generating electricity would offset some of the standing charge. But even if we didn't switch them on, we've still got hundreds of pounds a year to pay. for the standard charge. And also there's a broker gets electricity forward. So they go out with umpteen different bodies for millions of pounds worth of electricity and somebody bids for it and wins the contract. So we get more electricity cheaper than what we would at home because we're part of a bigger scheme. I.
Speaker 3
Mean, no one knew that thing. If we can't get solar pounds or anything like that, to be quite honest. I have to put a diesel generator on here on the three fears, and it would cost nowhere near 400 pound a year. And now the government get out about Greenpeace, this, that, and the other end, you know, but at the end of the day, if they kind of have a smell community like this, you know, they want you to go, you know, green, this, that, and the other. You can put a, you can put a smell generator in. I'll tell you now, it will not cost 400 pound a year to run this place for 15 hours a week. Yeah, you're looking a gallon a week. I mean, it's just buying the generator, isn't it? That's the thing, but even, but even fuel wise, it didn't. Especially you run on red diesel.
Speaker 6
Exactly.
Speaker 3
It's a price everything around here now. You've got your insurance. I mean, everybody had the same water, door tax, everything. Everything's going up. And it's come to the point where we're hardly making a profit. I mean, we're going to throw some figures with the meter. The only other thing is the land next door. Apparently, they have never heard it, but there's supposed to be houses going up. I don't know. I've never seen the plans or anything, but the waste for this building actually runs into I would like Catherine's house, which was a deal done many moons ago with Morton. So, and it was an agreement work, so the actual waste paid runs under here, so whoever comes in, he may just say, Right to my land, I'm ripping it up. So, we might have to put our own storage tank in, or I don't know, portal loose, which is our money. I mean, I think they've got to be raised. I do know I think that land's got to be raised so high, because I think the main drain is one of the land we'd say, the height of the road.
Speaker 5
Lovely trying to get over there, and what stopped him, the wood is up the bill and stints to get the bill to the British to get the sewage. That's why I never bothered on a question of the morning, you know?
Speaker 3
I mean, it may be, I didn't know.
Speaker 6
I'm sure you would have thought the papers there that couldn't really deal with it.
Speaker 3
Was aware, it was just an agreement between Martin and Nick trying to get across that to get it. I mean, Eck had the gardens and then he says, Oh, it was a handshake, to be quite honest.
Speaker 5
And they just put a septic tank in with the two over this man.
Speaker 4
It's possible.
Speaker 3
Possible. I mean, he might not build it, he might put his own septic tank in, you know, if we're seeing him, we might be able to run a pipe in.
Speaker 5
He's probably not going to show what he's going to now, you know?
Speaker 3
I didn't know. I didn't think she could.
Speaker 5
We didn't buy land, we were asking, you know, bloody questions they got me.
Speaker 3
I didn't think anybody knew to.
Speaker 5
I was trying to buy it new.
Speaker 3
I was trying to buy it new.
Speaker 4
It's just something to be aware of.
Speaker 3
That's what may happen to put a septic tank in. And when it comes to prices that they've got, we've tried to keep it as low as possible. For at least the last two years, it's just the prices of everything are shut up, especially since it's carrying on abroad in the war and that price of fuel, everything would do and make a great lot, even like on a bag of, say, a handful, you're looking at 20 pence a bag, which at the end of the day has got to cover all that, Rick, heating water. insurance. I mean, it's a bull and I did two new windows in last year. It's money, it's all money. So we are looking, we've got to have another meeting and we will go through, but we will be looking possibly maybe 10%. So that's 10 pence and a pound. So hopefully, we'll have to go through some figures and hopefully It's not too much. We didn't want to chase people over here, that's a thing. It's like anything else, you want to jump in a car and run to ask it, and it's 10 pound. So, you know, we'll still be worth coming here, roughly.
Speaker 6
You just need to look at the price and more value that it's.
Speaker 3
That's what I mean.
Speaker 6
They were cheap, but they're coming right up there.
Speaker 3
I mean, Ronnie's had this for a long time. No, he's good, but didn't really want to go anywhere else, I think.
Speaker 6
No, I mean, for like, if anyone else was wanting to apply, it's up there, so it went up 10%.
Speaker 3
This is what I, it's just to cover everything, to be quite honest, your insurance, your heating, it's just what everybody else is having to go through when you're going through your groceries, everything comes up when you fill your car. So, that's roughly what we're planning for the rest of this year going into next year. I'll let Ronnie go through some figures with you.
Speaker 4
Fencing in the North End pole.
Speaker 3
What was that pole?
Speaker 4
Down the sides in the field where people are getting in. We've got to consider that.
Speaker 3
Put the gates up and we've also put right the way down the line. But it's on the backfield, isn't it?
Speaker 4
The backfield and the.
Speaker 3
Backfield where the fauna is. Honestly, I think it's just kids.
Speaker 1
So there's a public footpath there, isn't there?
Speaker 4
Not through the gardens.
Speaker 3
No. I'm not sure.
Speaker 4
There's the east and the west end in the south facing. The fences at the minute are only about this, only about this high. So them fences need to be increased like we've done here. Them fences need to be increased to discourage people from getting in.
Speaker 3
I mean, like I say, one main run is being learned that dinner with work, the only people you see as young kids cleaning the park and the trees and nothing. I think it's just boring more than anything else. It's not actually proper teenagers looking for anything to pinch or anything like that. I think there was that time when they broke in the yard, and they were pinching everything right, left and center.
Speaker 4
What we don't want is the gardeners, like here, that were breaking in and causing more damage than pinching anything. We don't want the gardeners to pack in and move away, because historically Broomhill has been difficult to let all the gardens We're at a point now that there's only three. There's only three. We've got the rest left. And that's been a struggle for three, three or four years to do that. But we're getting there. So we don't want people to get that in, knocked in and just say, look, I'm away. So we're secured up here. We need to keep Broomhill in mind for to do it as and when we can. Right. I've done an income and expenditure sheet, which is the landscape one. So we've got money in and thanks to Erica. Erica does easy fundraising and we would like everybody, if they can, to have an account with Easy Fundraiser and you shop as you would shop normally. put through easy fundraising and a percentage of what you spend comes back to us. So you'll see on it that there's some income, easy fundraiser, 21, 30, 31, 05, 35, 42.
Speaker 1
Considering I'm the only one that does it.
Speaker 4
So with Eric alone, she'd put 30, 60, 80, 80 odd quid in. by doing a shopping through easy fundraising. So it's a great way to make a little bit of money and hats off to Erica. She is helping. When we got the money for the community garden and the fencing, the money is paid in to the garden association account and then we're taken out of the account and pay the bills. You'll see that I've transferred funds One 1500 pound on the 30th of the 5th, and then the 2nd of the 6th, money going out, I've transferred 2000 pound back in. We've got a small savings account with 2000 and ninety-four pound in, I think, 2000 and eighty-five in, which is a contingency account. I actually transferred it out of the wrong account, so I transferred it back in plus another 500 pound. So that's what that one is. The garden rent and water, garden rents obviously come in, and 1500 pound of that goes to the parish council. Now you've got the lease, which is a 1500 pound to the parish council, we give 1500 pound to help the community garden get on its way, and we spend 800 pound on windows that was rotten. And there's a cheque not presented yet for 1500 pound, which is this year's lease to the parish council. That hasn't been presented, but that's got to come off the feet. So you can see we started a balance of 8,573 and we're down to 6,086 at the end. So we've actually spent more than what we've took in last year, which is fine, because hopefully this year and next year we'll not be spending as much, so we'll get the money back, but it's up and down. And also the two community interest companies that divorced from the Garden Association, because if anything happened to the companies where the way they were set up before, every member was liable. We've set them up with community interest companies with yourself and Paul, and Keith Gilliard as directors, and we're the only three persons that are responsible for anything. And we're only responsible for a pound each. So if anything happens to the companies, we've only got to pay a pound and we can walk away. And we've protected all the gardeners. But the community interest companies, the bit profit that they do make, we've paid for water at both sides. Then the gardeners pay for the water with the rent. and that goes into the Garden Association funds. So they're getting money for the water. They've got companies to pay, but that goes into the funds. We pay the building insurance, which is $700 quid a year, very extinguished maintenance and long renewal. It's February at 1500 quid. Electricity, key safe on the outside, national allotment subscription. We're paying the national allotment subscription, which has got some good documents and that on it. and they'll also help us should anything happen to the gardens. And each member, because you're part of it, you've got a public liability. So if you're cutting your head or something, if something flies off and hits somebody and they get injured, you're covered by the National Allotment. So you're not covered by any tools or anything that gets pinched, but you're covered for public liability through that. And we're paid towards the fencing at the north end and up here on the wood fence. and we paid general maintenance of the building as well, which are all costs that will have to come out of the Garden Association account if the companies weren't running. So the little profit would do me, that's where some of it goes. And that's it from a financial point of view.
Speaker 3
So does anybody got any questions they would like to ask?
Speaker 1
I think you covered more or less the community garden, the site cameras. There is going to be another funding. Obviously, I will be doing more funding applications, but we need to find out from the gardeners what they would like the funding applications for. Whether it be, I don't think, obviously we don't need to get any gates or anything like that, we need security.
Speaker 4
Security, but we're looking at roadways.
Speaker 1
Roadways and water.
Speaker 4
We're looking at extending, sorry, Erica, we're looking at extending the water within the gardens. We've got one tap in the minute, but we'd like them on the other one end as well. Funding, permitting. We're looking at cameras. We've got a problem that some people aren't locking the gates. Some people, when they're locking them, they're not locking them properly. The pin that slides backwards and forwards, you can actually take your key out without the pin being all the way in. So it looks like the gate's locked, but you can just open it. Because they haven't pushed it in far enough before they take the key out. I don't know if that's happened to anybody. But you can push it in. It doesn't lock. You can open it. So the gates at the north end, it's been left open during the night. And that's how people have been getting in. That's where cameras and things come in to try and get hard evidence that who may or may not be doing it.
Speaker 1
It's not fair on the people that are doing it.
Speaker 4
We've got people saying, it's him, it's her, it's what have you, but want hard evidence. And then we can go to the people and say, look, there's the proof you're not doing it, can you please do it? So you've seen notes and things on the gates and what have you around the site. We're not being heavy-handed and we're not being over, but trying to solve a problem.
Speaker 1
It took a lot of work and it took a lot of money from the National Lottery for the first time we got. for them not to be used properly.
Speaker 4
When the site, whenever gets handed back to the parish council in future years, it may or may not, we've improved the site by 10,000 pound. So us leasing the site from you and getting the fund from the National Lottery, we're actually getting 10,000 pound for the fencing and about 18,000 for the community garden. There was a James Not Trust.
Speaker 1
Sir James Not Trust.
Speaker 4
And then there's the 10,000 pounds that we're just getting. So that's 28,000 pounds within 18 months we've put into the gardens.
Speaker 1
So hopefully where the community garden comes in, we are like Paul said, we are desperate for volunteers. Now we've got a bit of money to spend. That's what paused the work. previously, now we've got a bit of money to spend. We can get some plans together and get it up and running. I mean, I'd like to do hanging basket classes. We could do, you know, classes for, we could do all sorts, but it would also take somebody to run it. as a caretaker, a diary management, that kind of thing. So what we are looking for, I'm looking at you, Rob, I'm only just, you're in the middle. We can't do it all. But that's the community, the community garden is just going to be that, the community garden. So Yeah, probably like what I've got, the compost toilet, but obviously it's going to have to be so that people in wheelchairs can use it, so it's going to have to be accessible. But that, yeah, down the road, down the road, that's something that we need to look at. We just need to get it up and running.
Speaker 4
We have got running mains running water down there ready for... People washing their hands and things like that. You can get toilet units and welfare units in a container. We'll have to get plan permission to have a container. And what the costs are, Gary, I don't know. I would think 5, 7 grand.
Speaker 1
So there's another funding application.
Speaker 4
I have seen some like that. We could, we could put in from this building as well. Obviously, you place the cable and join it into the fuse board here, but we could have electric as well. But that's possible, you know, but it's when the community comes on board and tells us what they want and what they would like, we'll facilitate it. But I'm conscious, don't want to see it. There's your community garden finished. take it over because people say no, they want to be part of it and they want to, or my feeling is, they should be actually generating what they want there, not just saying you can't have that, and that. So it's gone as yourself. Is there anything we can do to improve, improve the sites for you, provide anything for you? I know you've just took over one hell of a garden.
Speaker 2
I was just kind of looking where the water is actually, getting standpipes a little bit closer to the pots.
Speaker 4
The next long enough to you is the water. There's a tap inside the gate.
Speaker 2
Yeah.
Speaker 4
It you're in. It's at the minute.
Speaker 1
Oh, that's another funding application. That's my next priority is the roadways and the water. Obviously, at our end, there's no point in doing one without the other. So it's going to be probably quite expensive. The National Lottery, you can only apply every two years. So it would have to be elsewhere I looked. I mean, there are funding, there is funding out there. We didn't get the co-op fund. I'm not sure whether there's a Tesco on, but obviously, There's only small windows where you can actually put the bids in. So it's just as and when.
Speaker 4
I mean, we've got 11 tub up here and one tub of the north end. So water is available if people want it. I mean, they use it here and they use barrels for the barrels and the wheel. And children. We'll it around. So it is. And children. It is working, and the idea is to get more closer to where people are.
Speaker 3
I mean, the only other thing, without being a community garden now, every time we've asked the wind farm for any money, we've been turned down straight away. Because they say this as a business. Now, without being a community garden, if we apply for anything for that, we might get it this time. But we've never had it.
Speaker 1
We've also got all the paperwork in place now as well. We've got the policies and procedures.
Speaker 3
Instead of actually applying it for the Gordon Association, we'll apply for it for that. Since you're getting another funding and explain to them what you decide to put up there, we may get some, because every time we've asked them for anything, they've just knocked the script back.
Speaker 2
You are a CIC.
Speaker 4
There's a garden and allotment association. And then divorced from that, there's two community interest companies running the sales side of it. So myself, Paul and Keith Gilliard were the directors of the CICs because it used to be just the Garden Association. When anything went up, all the members of the Garden Association was liable for anything that happened. And we got into the VAT bracket. And to get out of the VAT bracket, who opened two community interest companies with directors to get out of that bracket and to take the onus off everybody that was in the Garden Association should anything happen. So that's why they're divorced from the Garden Association. But would pay for lots of stuff that the Garden Association would have to pay for if they weren't there, like building insurance and this, that and the other, repairs and stuff. Do stuff like that, and we'll pay minimal tax every year. The accountant that does the, I think one of them this year was 400 quid tax for the year. But where we'll count, I mean, one of the businesses paid 1500 pound for the defibre that's outside of the profits. And as Paul was saying, a bag of pallets was 20 pence on profit. for 1500 pound for a defibrillator. You're selling thousands of bags to get that money. But we don't want to be a place that people think it's too expensive. We're here for the community and we're trying to keep the prices down as much as we can so people are actually getting the bargain. People say you can't get compost cheaper elsewhere. You can. but you don't get the quality. People say you can get clover compost, they pound it back cheaper elsewhere. When you check up, you can't. I'm looking to buy 22 pallets of compost next year direct from Ireland to get it cheaper than what I'm paying now. So hopefully the compost price can drop a little bit next year. But I've got to take 22 pallets and I need nearly 5000 pounds to pay for it. So you've got a lot of cash flow. that the businesses need to buy stuff. This week's order from Armstrong's is 1200 quid. Sometimes it's 1400 pounds, sometimes it's 900 pounds, but that's on a weekly basis. So when you look, you've got four or 5000 pounds in an account. It's nothing when you go away and buy in bulk. Everything next door, we're paid for. Not only credit anybody, it's all paid for.
Speaker 1
Yeah, we're just, we're, we're a community-run company, we're a community-run organisation, so we're just relying on volunteers.
Speaker 4
Everybody that helps out in the garden seals bit, doesn't get paid or anything, they're all volunteers, we don't take anything out of it at all. So, I go away shopping and things like that for, I go down Chesterley Street for stuff at the cash and carry there. I didn't charge fuel or anything like that. It's just I did as part of the community.
Speaker 7
As regards your welfare unit and community garden, because you're renting the space off the parish and it comes under a welfare scheme once it's up and running, can not the parish stand the wealth, the sighting of it? Because you provide, you need to provide the toilet facilities and health side to run a garden. And you, and it's their land that you rent it. We surely, they've got some kind of responsibility. We've got a 15 year lease.
Speaker 1
Yeah.
Speaker 4
We've got a 15 year lease from the parish council that we've signed for the land. So we lease it. So we don't rent it off them, we pay a yearly lease. And the reason it was 15 years was because when we're going to fund us, doing it two and three years, they wouldn't give away any money because it was too short a period. So we actually lease it from the parish. Whether the parish would pay anything towards it, I don't know. And I don't know how it would work.
Speaker 7
I just think it's a reasonable question to ask if You're providing the time and the trouble to create the garden for the community and the one thing that to run the garden's got to be a welfare facility on parish land for the community. Surely the owner should not be on this route to provide and fund that.
Speaker 4
Looking at it from the parish council side. I would say you lease the land, the garden's your baby, you've created that. What do you want me to pay? From the parish council's point of view, that's the way that's the way that I would look at it from the parish.
Speaker 3
I personally can't see the mountain.
Speaker 4
I would be, maybe it's.
Speaker 7
A good idea to, or a way to get funding for a welfare unit. because then the two go together and without that you couldn't bring the garden.
Speaker 4
Yes, what we could do is, under health and welfare, working with disadvantaged people and young people and things like that, is do a funding bid for a unit.
Speaker 7
Yeah, to get third-party.
Speaker 4
Because you're older, the 30 age needs toilet facilities. The school children, because the first school said they would come, the school children They need, they need terrine facilities when they need it. Get into, get into second age. You can pull it off a bit and wait, but you've got the other ends where you can't. So we need to provide something. But that will go along with the garden as time goes. But you can get nice or nice or containers, 20 foot, 30 foot units. which will give you a toilet end and it will give you the welfare end with hand washing facilities, microwave, and a little table lane, some bench seats and what have you. So you can actually spend the whole day there.
Speaker 7
That's one thing, if you're fetching in by involving third party schools or whatever, you can never fetch them in without that welfare. It's a catch going to win it, but maybe it is a good... employed to try to raise funds for that unit from grants.
Speaker 4
I mean, Erica's got a composting toilet in her garden.
Speaker 1
It's girls only.
Speaker 4
Whether a composting toilet would do?
Speaker 7
It's because it's girls only.
Speaker 4
Well, that sort of thing would work. I don't know. We can't go down the lane and put in sewerage in, so the toilet would have to be cassette toilet. so the cassette could come up here and get emptied in the toilet that we've got here, because we can't run into putting sewer jig. Right.
Speaker 8
We've not used the facility up here for us. Like if you rejigged it in there, like put the toilet in a different place, so you had like 1 sewer or something.
Speaker 4
What I would say about that is no, because I don't want to give somebody a key for the building to get in.
Speaker 8
No, like if you know if you reworked it so the toilet was like on the end or something. On this far end, I put a door in, so you just had a key to the toilet door, like the welfare facilities.
Speaker 4
You could do.
Speaker 8
It would give you more space than that, wouldn't it?
Speaker 4
You could do, I don't know what the cost would be. The toilet we've got here, my own gut feelings, we didn't pay a sewage to the water board, we just pay a water. My own gut feeling is they don't know we've got a toilet. They don't know we've got a toilet, it goes to a macerator, and the pipe goes across the Aldeke's house. When Eggie was there, he said, You can get you can come into my mind home, so I didn't think I know we've got to tell you, and we're.
Speaker 6
Not paying for it.
Speaker 4
I was going to say the rates will double, isn't it? If we're starting to make it available like that, I think they'll come back and charge with, but we can do something down down there. I mean, We've had them for fires.
Speaker 8
What about the ex like hire companies, not like Nixon's and that? Have you spoke them or they're not like?
Speaker 4
They're quite expensive to hire them.
Speaker 8
I never could they not like be your next hire one. I don't know what I mean.
Speaker 4
I don't know what I mean. We've had them at fires when I was at work and they end up quite expensive. Delivering them, taking them away and then so much a week when you've got them. But that work, then once it's got to generate a ring because they work anyone that work, they're good. So, that's the type of thing we could do down there.
Speaker 8
Now, I've had the old X-tier one and you said it's for a charity based. I can ask. You know what I mean? We're not we're not that bothered now, John. Business is out there. Yeah, I agree.
Speaker 4
We'll see. Now, also at the North End. I put into the Woodlands Trust for free trees and hedging and we've been successful. There's a lot, apart from the steel gates along at the north end, all the fences are wood. We're having to replace the post now and some of the fencing from when the parish council created the gardens, the post and everything's rotted through and we're having to, Paul and I've been going along sorting them out. So my idea is, there's three hedging packs and then there's a fruit and berry pack that we're getting. Go and start to plant hedges around the wooden fence to let the hedges grow so when the wooden fences rot in the future, there'll be a hedge there and we don't need to replace them. So in November, we're getting free trees and hedges. So we'll be looking for some help to plant them. There's Small hedging 30 sampling saplings, small hedging 30, small cops 30, medium wild harvest 105, so we're getting 100 and ninety-five free hedging and trees for the Northern Gardens. did it under wildlife diversity, told them it was all wooden fences, nowhere for birds to nest or animals to hide. They give us the pastor talk. And that's that.
Speaker 1
I think that's more or less got everything covered, isn't it? Unless anybody's got any questions or...
Speaker 4
I'd just like to thank you all for coming. Thanks for coming from the parish council.
Speaker 1
The minutes will be put on the website when I work out how to do them.
Speaker 4
If you speak back to the parish council.
Speaker 9
I'd rather do. Do you want to come to a future parish council meeting to discuss particularly the community garden?
Speaker 4
What can do?
Speaker 9
I'll speak to Sara. because we'll have a meeting in July that we don't have one in August. But if we said maybe targeted you for the September meeting, I'll speak to Sara and put it on the agenda and then get Sara to liaise with you. Lovely.
Speaker 3
As a parish council, are we getting anything off the wind forms or anything?
Speaker 9
In the past, no, just.
Speaker 3
When we've been, we've been shut down every time. We're just wondering if the barrels will.
Speaker 9
Ever be our last, our last application was for the War Memorial, right, and no, they chucked us out and... And Paul sits on the flipping wind farm.
Speaker 3
They've got to pull it. I think it's 10 million a year. And it's a lot of money.
Speaker 9
We are just about to apply for funding for the play for the play park project, but there's I can't see why they wouldn't support the community garden. The wind farm wouldn't support.
Speaker 3
I'm assuming when they can't even do something for one more.
Speaker 4
What annoys me is they give money to Lionheart Radio, the radio, which is outside their area. And they'll not give it to local people. But because they transmit in our area, they got.
Speaker 1
It. might be worth trying again. But this will be the third time.
Speaker 9
The next, I think we're going to be coming up because they only do it in quarters. And I think the next time they will be looking at it will be September. So kind of now might be a good time to get it in.
Speaker 1
Yeah.
Speaker 4
We need to speak that blue again. They turned with evidence that didn't apply any overdue to speaking to me. It just seems to block it.
Speaker 1
And the community chest, that was a no go anyway because it's, because it, why was that? There was, I think, because it was, Parish council land. Right.
Speaker 4
All right.
Speaker 1
Yeah.
Speaker 9
That's strange.
Speaker 1
Yeah. I mean, there are other funding opportunities which I will be looking at for various things. But roadways and water, I think, is the main one. Next.
Speaker 2
Have we asked the council about road plans?
Speaker 1
At what?
Speaker 2
Road plannings for the trucks, because they, I mean, they have to get rid of it as a waste product.
Speaker 8
Not as it gets the cycling guards back in the tar, don't we? The counts back in this wrap. 40% counts back in the tar back as wrap, don't we? Right.
Speaker 2
Do you have quite a bit of discretion within that though, because I used to be allotment officer for like South South Northumberland.
Speaker 1
We are looking for.
Speaker 2
I used to use the word plans all the time to deal with the tracks and I get it for that really.
Speaker 4
Are they not carcinogenic?
Speaker 8
It depends, there's so many farbound.
Speaker 2
I think, are you thinking of like the fly ash that they put in the Tyneside allotments?
Speaker 4
No, going back to the old tarmac, not the new stuff, the old tarmac, it was carcinogenic. Now, creating standards wouldn't let we put it down at West Hartford Fire Station because of the big costing agenda.
Speaker 8
Certain veilings don't know.
Speaker 4
Do they?
Speaker 6
Planning will reject it if you're using it on your driving mat. If it's through planning control, they use it as a soap on the driver. Because of that, it has to be cleaned.
Speaker 4
I'm sure, I'm sure it's carcinogenic. I know some people have made paths with it and what have you in their gardens, but I'm positive it's carcinogenic.
Speaker 1
Plus, we need the water sorted first. We are looking for people on the committee at Broomhill from Broomhill as well, if you are interested. And if anybody else is interested.
Speaker 4
It isn't, it isn't onerous four or five meetings a year. Year to year. That's about it.
Speaker 1
It's just so you can have a vote on whatever certain things.
Speaker 4
Looking at people to help. There we go with the website and this, that, and you're looking for a fresh pair of eyes for the...
Speaker 2
We'll help with funding applications if you want some help with that.
Speaker 1
And the website.
Speaker 2
I'm conscious of how much time I can actually dedicate, but definitely do the funding.
Speaker 1
I'll take any help.
Speaker 4
I mean, we've got the gardens for about the next 13 year. It took a 15 year at least out from the parish council. They were good enough to change our five year to 15. Because when we're applying for funding, funders wouldn't fund because we didn't have them long enough. So they agreed and we signed the new lease. and that's been great. So there's no reason to say in 13 years time that we'll not get them again. parish council has made it clear, they're quite happy with us managing them and looking after them and paying them the 1500 quid a year. They're quite happy with that. So they're not knocking on the door saying, we want my gardens back.
Speaker 2
Normally a lot of gardens get 50 leases.
Speaker 4
But within the lease, six months, either side, can we can either give the gardens up to the parish council to come back and see in six months time where we send in the lease they can have them back. But the gardens has got to be provided. So there used to be NCB gardens and the NCB sold them and the Garden Association approached the parish council at the time and the parish council agreed to buy them. with the Garden Association paying the money back per like 1000 pounds a year and the money is more than paid back and they had a real jig of the cost and put it up to 1500 a year, two or three years ago, something like that. And the parish council is also welcome to come to my other meetings if you want to come. There used to be two, there used to be two people on from the parish that used to come to my meetings and come to the AGM. But through whatever reason, that's doing a little bit. So you're welcome to come to when the committee has a meeting and we'll discuss.
Speaker 1
We're a bit more organised now as well, I think.
Speaker 4
OK. Is that it from everybody? Yep. Thanks very much.
Speaker 1
 
Thank you very much.
Speaker 9
I've just found this. I knew I'd picked it up for a reason. I was at a funding.





